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The COURIER Office, and Editorial address for contributors:
c/o 4 Sunnyhill, Collingbourne Ducis, Marlborough SN8 3EP

Please note our new contact details with effect from September 2017.
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ADMINISTRATION: Sandra Fisher (850363) cdkecouriersec@gmail.com
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The COURIER is the Magazine of the Parishes of Collingbourne Ducis,
Everleigh and Collingbourne Kingston. Items for publication are most
welcome but may have to be edited if space, etc, demands. All items
published solely express the views of their author and are copyright of
the COURIER unless otherwise stated. Whilst every care has been taken,
no responsibility can be accepted for statements made by the advertisers.
The deadline for September copy is 6.30 pm on 18th August 2018.
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Denis Bottomley (01264 852731), Chairman, writes:
Forthcoming Events in Everleigh:

Saturday 14th July 5 pm Village Summer
Party

The next Parish Council event will be
our annual Village Summer Party which
will take place at the playground on Saturday 14th July from 5 pm
onwards. We will be erecting a marquee and laying out tables, chairs
and our new BBQ stand; please bring your own food and drink.
Activities will include egg and spoon races, coconut shy and golf
pitch and putt. We also hope to lay on some air rifle target shooting
and rounder’s, as we have done in previous years. To prepare for this
event, a work party will assemble at 9 am at the playground on the
day to set up; so please come and help if you can. This is a great way
for families and friends to get together!

There are three Village events planned for the remainder of this year.
Firstly, a Harvest Festival service is scheduled to take place at St
Peter’s Church on Saturday 13th October at 3 pm. Then, the ever

The policy of the Courier will henceforth be that contact information
(telephone number, email address etc.) submitted with an article will
be liable for publication unless it is made clear in the submission that
this information is not to be published.
If contact information is not submitted with an article, the Courier
will not publish this information even if it is known to us.
The Courier will always publish the name of the author of an article
unless the author explicitly requests in their submission that this
should not be done.
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popular and traditional Bonfire Night will be held on Saturday 3rd
November starting from 6.30 pm on Jubilee Field (end of The Street).
Finally, a Christmas Carol Service will take place at St Peter’s Church
on Saturday 8th December at 5 pm and will be followed by mulled
wine and mince pies.

The future of the Everleigh Household Recycle Centre (HRC) remains
uncertain. Wiltshire Council needs to save £22m during the next
financial year due to increased demand on key services and
significantly reduced Government funding. Waste services are one
area under scrutiny. Consequently, Wiltshire Council have proposed
the closure of the Everleigh HRC in order to yield budget savings of
£100,000 pa and avoid additional infrastructure costs at the site. In
addition, the Everleigh HRC sits at the bottom of the league table of
eleven HRCs across the county, with the lowest usage and volume of
waste recycled. Balanced against this, there is a need to maintain a
broad spread of waste recycle centres to serve the community.
Wiltshire Council have therefore launched a twelve week consultation
period (until 3rd September ) and have produced an Information
Paper (with options) and a questionnaire at
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/household-recycling-centres

The questionnaire seeks your views on how the site is used, the
impact of closure and to gauge public opinion. This is your
opportunity to have a say on this important and emotive subject, so
we urge all residents to submit the questionnaire.

Finally, the next Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday
9th July at 7 pm at Collingbourne Primary School. Everyone is
welcome to attend. The minutes of our last meeting are available on
Village noticeboards and the Everleigh website at www.everleigh.org
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Stephen Matanle, Chairman, reports:
It is not unusual for there to be a few days
each year when we are inundated with sport.
However, what we are experiencing now is a real bonanza. For all
sport lovers, enjoy the next few weeks of World Cup football, rugby,
cricket, Formula 1, golf etc. while you can because it will be gone
before you know it. And I agree, one can tolerate an unmowed lawn
for a surprisingly long time!

I am pleased to be able to tell you that the Parish Council has decided
to hold a fete this year. We have heard some rumblings of concern in
the Parish that there might not be one this year so we are going to
hold the Village Fete during the afternoon of Monday 27th August
(late summer Bank Holiday). We have an organising group led by
Vicky May vicky-may@hotmail.co.uk and Fran Dickenson
rfo@collingbournekingston.org.uk who would be delighted to hear
of any suggestions and/or offers to help. We have some novel ideas as
to what we might do for the event but any help with running the
attractions, baking cakes for the stall, helping out with the bottle raffle,
putting up awnings/marquees will be gratefully received and
accepted.

One thing that we do need to nail down is a PA system. If anyone has
any ideas where we can find one, please let Vicky or Fran know.

We have been notified by Wiltshire Council that as a result of budget
pressures, they are looking yet again at the future of Everleigh
Household Recycling Centre. They are proposing to close it and are
putting this out to a full consultation on future options. This
consultation began on 11th June and will run until 3rd September. The
consultation will present the options that the Council considered
when arriving at the proposal to close the site. The Council will use



5

the questionnaire to gather information as to how residents currently
access the recycling network in Wiltshire. They will also try to
understand what the impact will be from closing the Everleigh site.
Once the consultation is complete, the results will be reviewed before
being presented to Cabinet for a final decision.

Many of you will use the Everleigh site currently. There was a
clamour of objection when its closure was mooted a little while ago.
Whilst we cannot ignore the budget pressures the Council is under,
we do have the right to object when and where we have a legitimate
case. I would ask as many of you as possible to complete the
questionnaire. Amongst things that are not clear from the documents
that have been published is whether the remaining sites at
Marlborough and Amesbury will be open for seven days a week and
for longer each day. I think we need to find this out.

We have been concerned at the degree to which our pavements,
particularly from Kingston to Ducis, have become blocked by
untended vegetation. The Parish Steward and others working for
Wiltshire Council have cut away some part of the problem for some
part of the length of pavement. It may be that the best thing we can do
is to organise a volunteer day when as many as possible can come
with their strimmers etc. and get the job fully done so that the
pavements are usable all the way from Kingston to Ducis. I will be in
touch about this next month.

I should point out that the hedges on the inside of the pavements are
the responsibility of the landowner, not Wiltshire Council or any
other regional body.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on the 10th July at
7.30 pm in the Ruth Fisher Room. All members of the Parish are
welcome to attend.
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OUR LINK COORDINATOR'S NUMBER IS CD 850807
Please try to give them at least 48 hours’ notice to find a volunteer

Peter Knowlson (01264 850812), Chairman, writes:
Following on from my last notes, I am pleased to confirm
that we are now in receipt of the new Village defibrillator
and its housing box. Having met with David Paterson,
Chair of the Village Hall we have agreed the location at the
Village Hall and will now arrange for an electrician to wire
in the box.

The proposed purchasing of Village Gates has also progressed
another step; we have now met with the company that can supply the
gates and we have agreed the locations and gate sizes.  We should be
receiving the quote for this work shortly. In total there will be ten
Village gates which will be situated at the six different entrances to
the Village. Where needed there will also be four new signs.

You may have already heard the news that Wiltshire County Council
is proposing to close the Eveleigh Household Recycling Centre. This is
very disappointing news and one I feared would happen. I believe
that closure of our local recycling centre will cause an increase in fly
tipping and ultimately end up with increased tidy-up costs to the
council and local land owners. If this proposal is passed, it will mean
the nearest alternative sites are Marlborough, Amesbury and Devizes.

At this stage it is in consultation and you all have the opportunity to
respond with your views. I would strongly urge you to visit the
relevant page on the council website to complete a survey so your
voice can be heard.

https://surveys.wiltshire.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=151974372077
Your responses to this questionnaire will provide the council with
information about how you currently access and use the household
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recycling centre network in Wiltshire. In addition, the council aims to
understand how you may be impacted by the proposed closure of
Everleigh Recycling Centre and what potential mitigation actions the
council could consider in order to reduce the impact of the closure.

Following the consultation, the results will be evaluated and
considered before being presented to the council’s Cabinet for a final
decision to be made. Please submit your response by 3rd September
2018 at the very latest.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at its new location at
Collingbourne Village Hall and is due to take place at 7 pm on 5th
July. All members of the parish are welcome to attend.

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council we currently have
four vacancies and a notice of vacancies is up on the Village notice
board.  If you would like to get more involved in the Village and help
out with future projects please contact our Parish Clerk for more
details, Phil Gill by email: parishclerk@collingbourne-ducis.com

Dan Crossman (01264 850346), Headteacher, writes:
The summer term is well under way at
Collingbourne Primary School. This is an exciting
term for us all with some brilliant events such as
Shakespeare Week, Sports Day and even a Gothic
Writing day to look forward to.

Mr Crossman and Mrs Nunn successfully survived the year 6
residential trip! The children had a brilliant time flying down zip-
wires, traversing climbing walls and even rafting across a lake. We all
thoroughly enjoyed the trip and the memories will last a lifetime.

Our Community Support Officers can be contacted on 101
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You may have heard that just before the half-term break our school
was visited by Ofsted. I’m pleased to say that we have been judged to
be a ‘Good’ school and the inspector acknowledged several important
improvements the school has made since September. I’m grateful to
the whole school community: children, staff, governors and parents
for their support and help during the inspection. I am fortunate to
have such a brilliant team.

A reminder that the local community is always welcome at
Collingbourne School. If you’d like to volunteer in school by hearing
readers, helping run a club or even helping in our library then please
get in touch.

Patti Marsh (01264 850319) writes:
Thank you to everyone who came to our Plant Sale
in May where there were masses of plants and
shrubs sold, many cups of tea and coffee drunk, and
the home-made cakes were very much appreciated!
Although they held a Royal Wedding on the same
morning, people came early and left in time to watch the celebrations.

The club visited a beautiful garden in Lower Woodford on a rainy
evening at the end of May but thanks to wellies, raincoats and brollies
we enjoyed a very pleasant couple of hours.

In late June there is an afternoon visit to Oare House Gardens – a
report will be included in the next Courier – and on the evening of
19th July we are going to Conholt Park. The Gardeners’ Lunch will be
held on Saturday 4th August. All details are in our Potting Shed
newsletter but if you would like any more information about the
Gardening Club please call our chairman, Pam Haverson, on 01264
850609 or me.
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Sandra Fisher (01264 850363) writes:
At the June meeting Wendy welcomed old and
new members and the minutes of the previous
meeting were adopted and signed off.  The May
meeting had been held at, and with, Shalbourne WI to discuss the
Resolution ‘Mental Health Matters’ in advance of the AGM.  Wendy
said the meeting had been very interesting, helped by having talks by
some mental health professionals. The resolution was carried and a
report from the delegate was circulated.

Karen Preece kindly offered to hold the summer party in her garden
on 12th July starting at 6 pm.  This year the committee will provide
the food but members have been asked to pay £5 towards the costs.

The Wiltshire Federation are to provide groups with a step-by-step
guide to complying with the new GDPR laws.  The meeting was
reminded about those competitions with entry dates drawing near,
and that the details of forthcoming events were to be found on the
table at the back of the hall.

The speaker, and our WI member, Sara Bottomley was introduced.
She talked about her ‘Quilting Journey’, having bought her first
hexagon template after a visit to Kew Gardens while a student nurse,
and starting to quilt totally by hand, through to her first sewing
machine and the huge benefit of buying a rotary cutter and board.
Sara travelled extensively with her husband during his service career
with postings to Cyprus, America, Kuwait, Tidworth, Warminster
and Kenya. Everywhere she went she found other quilters, quilt
groups and people wanting to learn to quilt, and having developed
her knowledge and experience she turned teacher. All these stages in
her journeying, through quilting and through the world, were
illustrated by the most beautiful quilts showing different patterns and
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techniques. The final, king-sized one had been completed from all her
sample blocks made during these years, as she had the foresight to
make them all in the same range of fabrics. She was warmly thanked
by Carolyn and answered questions as the quilts were being handled
and admired.

Delicious refreshments and a raffle concluded the evening.

Next meeting - Thursday 12th July. Summer Party at Heathside,
Everleigh at 6 pm.

Meeting 9th August. ‘Poems’ by Nigel Smith

Hostess:  D. Johnson

Tea Hostesses:  M. Clifton and W. Heath

Raffle Prize:  P. Cogdell

Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Janet Kenny writes:
Our 2018 season got off to a patchy start due to
the vagaries of the British weather but we
remain optimistic for some warm, sunny
Tuesday evenings in the months to come. Our
AGM was held at the beginning of May and it
was decided not to increase our weekly subs
(where else can you enjoy two hours of sporting fun for only £1?). We
also discussed floodlights in order to extend our season more into
Autumn.
Another discussion was to encourage ‘young blood’ to join us ‘golden
oldies’. If interested please come along any Tuesday at approximately
6 pm to the Barleycorn Inn where we have two pistes (correct
terminology for Boules pitches) in their garden. First session is free!
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Natalie Williams, Brown Owl (01264 850566) writes:
Now the weather is back being kind to us, it’s time to
get outside starting with some outdoor challenges and
thinking of safety when we are out. The Brownies are
undertaking a number of badges which will mean some great
evenings outside.

Children join Brownie Guides for many reasons. It might be they have
heard great things from their friends, or about what the pack gets up
to every week. We welcome girls to come along and join the growing
pack.

The Brownies will be hosting their annual scarecrow competition that
everyone within the villages can take part in. This year’s theme will be
Cartoon Characters with scarecrows to be displayed in September.
Entry forms will be available at the Collingbourne Stores (London
House). More information can be found within this issue of the
Courier. If you would like to be part of 1st Collingbourne Kingston
Brownies, contact Natalie Williams (Brown Owl) on 01264 850566 or
email  Collingbourne7@yahoo.com

Jane Crook (01264 850436) announces:

The latest winners of Collingbourne Ducis
Village Hall draw for the June draw were:

£50  M. Pim  7

£25  J. Barber Starkey 253

£10  S. Haggis 66

£5    J. Shepherd 83

Congratulations to the winners.
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Jim Sperry (01264 790454) writes:

It has been a very uneven start to the season
with the league side not quite hitting their
straps. After our first win we thought that we
were on the way but unfortunately poor batting
performances have been our downfall along with not being able
to put the same side out consistently. Same old problem of not
enough players. This also extends to the youth set up as in some
recent games we have had to ask for the opposition to lend us
fielders. The Sunday team have had some close games, as it
should be for the social side. So if you know someone or you
want to play; get in touch. A big thank you to everyone who
came along to the pink charity day in aid of AgainstBreastCancer;
along with support from the Primary school we raised £675.
Everyone I spoke to had a good time and certainly the BBQ and
bar did a brisk trade!

Our next open event will be CricketFest on the 14th and 15th July
where there will opportunities to get involved with the club. Look out
for messages on social media and on posters around the Village. Our
next home league games are: 30th June vs Wanborough; 14th July vs
Purton 2nds. Come along and support the club and maybe have a
drink while you’re watching.

As previously mentioned, the SPTA newsletter is no longer sent out
by the Landmarc Team but can be found at the following web
address:

www.gov.uk/government/publications/salisbury-plain-training-
area-spta-newsletter
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CAN YOU SPARE TWO HOURS PER WEEK?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP LOCAL FAMILIES?

Home-Start Kennet is a local charity that supports
families who are struggling to cope.

Helping families with children under five, our volunteers provide
one-to-one support to families in their own home.

We support families facing challenges such as family breakdown,
postnatal illness and multiple birth.  Whatever the challenge, we offer
non-judgemental support.

We’re looking for volunteers who are:

� Friendly, caring and positive

� Experienced in parenting

� A good listener

If this is you, and you understand the pressures of family life, then
why not join Home-Start Kennet?  We offer:

� 40 hours of training with ongoing support.

� The opportunity to gain a recognised accreditation.

� Paid travel expenses and (during training) help with childcare
costs.

� A rewarding role and a supportive team.

Next training course: September 11th 2018.  Tidworth

Interested? Please call 01672 569457; Email
homestartkennet.a@btconnect.com or www.homestartkennet.co.uk
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Sonny Hamid (01672 811933) writes:
Much of May’s session was devoted to
the construction of the model based on
the Great Bedwyn Station as it was
during the 1960’s.  We worked on
installing electric motors on all of the many points on the layout.
Work is also progressing on the wiring of the layout including route
setting diagrams and electrical circuitry necessary to achieve this
function.

If you have any old photographs or drawings of the layout and
buildings of the area please do share them with us so that we may be
able to replicate the layout in 00 gauge more accurately.

We also had the privilege to welcome past Councillor Tony
Parmenter who stayed with us throughout the duration of our
session and seemed to appreciate the Club’s work in building
working layouts for the Club, ourselves and for others with some
disability who cannot construct a layout on their own.  Tony very
kindly donated some more worthwhile rolling stock, a DMU set and
a model of ‘Evening Star’ the BR Standard Class 9F 2-8-0 locomotive.
The prototype of this Class of locomotive was the largest ever
designed and constructed by the BR Team and was also the last
steam locomotive for operational use ever to be built in the U.K.  The
DMU set will be a worthwhile addition to our Great Bedwyn layout
as the prototype of these vehicles sctually served on this route at the
time set for modelling our layout.

For our July session we intend to continue working on the Great
Bedwyn model layout.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday,
16th July, 2018.
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The Club welcomes new members and also any donations and gifts
of unwanted 00/H0 gauge model railway items.  So, if  you would
like to try your hand at this hobby or have some equipment you are
not using, please feel free to call me Sonny Hamid, on 01672 811 933.

Martin Bevan writes:
We shall next be occupying the Whitchurch
Charity Shop in September and are, at the moment,
short of good quality bric-a-brac. Please contact the
‘items for resale’ number if you can help. Large quantities can be
collected but, please, no electrical or large furniture items.

Poor Scrumpy, our ten year old ginger female, is still hoping for a
forever home. We have a lot of older cats in care at the moment.
Adopting an older cat can be very rewarding. They are less likely to
wander and offer great companionship.

Zion is five years old and a large fluffy Maine Coon type. She is
looking for a new home with her friend Squidge who we advertised
last month. They will need daily grooming to keep their beautiful
long fur in good condition. They are mainly indoor cats but would be
happy to potter around in a safe garden once settled.

Homing Enquiries 0345 2601501 or andover.cats.org.uk

Fund-raising and volunteers 07733 242196 or email
coord@andovercats.org.uk

Items for resale 01256 892773

The next session will take place on Wednesday 18th July, 7 pm, at the
British Legion Hall, Burbage.
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Paul Herinx writes:
I thought it was time for a few recipes again.
Here is one that might save the day when you
have to cook something quickly for guests and
have only something in the freezer. I know it
sounds a bit odd, but it is really delicious, with
some nice steamed vegetables on the side.

A FISH DISH from THE MICROWAVE (using frozen fish).

Ingredients

1lb frozen fish fillet or steak (haddock, cod, plaice etc.) 3-4 tomatoes,
1-2 onions, 1 small green chilli finely chopped, fresh herbs, salt,
pepper to taste. Cheese Sauce. Breadcrumbs stirred with a little Olive
Oil to finish.

Method

Make the Cheese Sauce.

2 tbsp cornflour, 1pt milk, 4 oz or more finely grated strong cheese,
1-2 tsp mixed mustard, 1 tsp Worcester Sauce, salt and pepper. Mix
the cornflour and milk. Bring to the boil, whisking or stirring
continuously until thick. Beat in the mustard, sauce and seasonings.
Mix in the grated cheese and stir vigorously until smooth again. This
should be on the thick side, as the juices from the fish will thin it
slightly.

Put the dish together.

Put the fish (still frozen) at the bottom of a glass ovenproof dish (it
doesn’t have to be glass, but you will see the point later). Slice the
tomatoes and onion thinly and spread evenly over the fish. Sprinkle
on the chopped chilli. Sprinkle with herbs and a little salt and pepper.
Pour over the cheese sauce. Finish with the crumbs and more grated
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cheese etc. if liked. Microwave on full power for 10-15 minutes,
according to the thickness of the fish - if you have used a glass dish
you will be able to check that the fish has turned opaque (and hence is
cooked). Brown the top under the grill, if liked.

This is delicious and very quick to cook. Don’t try cooking the tomato
and onion first! The special flavour depends upon everything being
cooked together. Serve with fresh vegetables.

An alternative version can be to use minced meat instead of fish and
to finish it with sliced potatoes instead of the crumbs but I think this
way of using the fish straight from the freezer is its special point. NB:
You can ONLY use frozen fish for this! The cooking time in the
microwave is too long for thawed fish.

I hope you enjoy this, it was a family favourite.

Marion Bailey (01264 850525) and Alan Wilkins (01264 850605)
Once again a reminder to all those good people
that support this appeal. We have ordered leaflets
which should be with us soon. If you have never
filled a shoe box before, this appeal is for children
all around the world who have very little to look
forward to at Christmas. The leaflets give ideas of
things that you can include in a shoe box, whether it is for a boy or
girl.

The age groups are two to four years, five to nine years and ten to
fourteen years.

We like to collect the boxes end of October or early November so they
can be distributed in time for Christmas.

Many thanks
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Peter A Olliver (01264 850318) writes:
We are recently having local dog shows and
meetings. This brought back memories to me
of when I saw a young St Bernard puppy in
the dog kennels at the St Bernard Hospice on
the Swiss/Italian border when I went there on
a school holiday in my younger days. It was a
wonderful experience as I have always been fond of creatures.

The monks kept them to help find people who had got lost in the
mountains. It was a very rough stone track to get there by coach then
but now they have a modern motorway. We came across an Italian
family in a Fiat 500 who had skidded and was balanced on the edge of
the road and liable to fall down the side of the mountain to the valley
below. Our coach driver stopped and we got out and assisted in
rescuing them. We made the man who was driving stay in the car
until we had got his wife and children out first. We then saved him
and lifted the empty car back on to the track. In his panic, he could
have easily have caused the loss of his whole family. Our coach driver
then followed him down to the valley.

The Swiss Saurer coaches of that time had their rear wheels about half
way up the coach to enable them to get round the mountain bends. If
you sat in the back seats you were overhanging when you went round
the bends.

We did however have a wonderful holiday and enjoyed excursions on
the mountain railways and cable cars.

I still sometimes play my musical box souvenir!
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Our local Sibyl reports:
Ah July and August – the Summer days where
every day is supposed to be wall-to-wall sunshine
and warm weather. Some hopes! But it should get
better once the school holidays are over.

However, the Dog Days which stretch from 3rd July and continue
until about the 11th August covers much of this review. The Dog Day,
so named as Sirius, the Dog Star, is in the ascendance and the weather
can be hot and somewhat airless.

Then again, here is another problem with weather predictions when
we get to the 15th July and the well- known St Swithin prediction that
if it rains on this day so ‘twill rain for a further forty days.

The prediction also promises fair weather for the same period if it
doesn’t rain.

However, in certain parts of the country, until early in the twentieth
century we hear that:

                  You won’t have the jam made till the apples are christened…

       We never eat or cut apples until St Swithin has christened the apples

The 25th is a good day for travellers as it is the Saints Day of both St
Christopher and St James. The only thing known about St Christopher
is that he was martyred in the 3rd Century and his name means
‘bearer of Christ ‘and was instructed to help travellers across a river
which included carrying the Christ child.

Saint James, one of the Apostles, is very popular in England with
about 400 churches bearing his name. He is reputed to be buried at
Compostela in Spain and his shrine, which is the most visited in
Spain, bears the image of the scallop shell which is part of his emblem.
He is the Patron Saint of Pilgrims and the rather puzzling proverb
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states ‘He who eats oysters on St James’s Day will not want for money’.
This is rather puzzling as the English oyster season does not start
until 4th August. Possibly it refers to the Old Calendar.

In August 1665 the Great Plague was raging in London and the
disease was brought to Eyam in Derbyshire, probably in infected
cloth imported by the local tailor. The villagers, led by their Rector,
decided to impose a quarantine to contain the disease and prevent it
from spreading to local villages. The Village paid a heavy price and
260 of the original 350 inhabitants perished.

They now commemorate the sacrifice on the fourth Sunday in
August.

Something similar is recorded fairly locally with an addition of a
ghost story involved. The plague had reached Chute and the
inhabitants were persuaded to isolate themselves to prevent it
spreading.

It was arranged to bring supplies up Conholt Hill by a local
clergyman from Vernham Dean. After a while he could not bring
himself to continue with the task which he had completed many
times and left the poor people to starve. He too, became a plague
victim and perished. ‘Tis said his ghost still haunts Conholt Hill.

Enjoy the holidays with much gander-flanking!

Cover Photo: Orobanche elatior (Knapweed Broomrape) growing
parasitically on the roots of Centaurea nigra (Black Knapweed) in

Collingbourne Ducis
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Dear Readers,

Sometimes someone says something that is just
worth passing on.

Sue, one of my Churchwardens wrote this for the
Bedwyn Parish News, I share this with you now.

Yours

Michael [Team Rector}

During WWII, Sir William Beveridge highlighted the need for a
National Health Service through a 1942 Government Report.  In this
he highlighted five major points, which he called the ‘Five Giants’ of
Want, Disease, Squalor, Ignorance and Idleness.  Strong words in
today’s society!

This idea of a Health Service was argued and delayed until Aneurin
Bevan was made Minister of Health in the new Labour Government
of 1945 and he pushed it forwards.  Bevan had a vision of a better
Britain, where care was available free to everyone at the point of
need, from the ‘Cradle to the Grave’.  His vision had been formed by
his childhood and upbringing, as a son of a miner, seeing the
poverty, sickness and dire need of many of his neighbours.  He was a
lifelong champion of social justice, and a long-term Member of
Parliament.  Following yet more discussion and opposition, a
National Health Service Act was passed in 1946.   However, it was a
further two years before it was launched on July 5th 1948.  Whilst
celebrating 70 years of this service, we cannot appreciate how
difficult it must have been to have to pay for all medical care,
particularly if you were poor.
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So…..fast forward to 2018…….in our current economic climate, it
seems so many valuable services are under stress.  And now, just as
we had polished and honed the NHS to a high standard, services have
begun to suffer.  With that thought in mind, the Church of England
has asked its members to help by being the ‘eyes and ears’ to possible
abuse to vulnerable members in society, at a community and local
level.  The Diocese of Salisbury have organised a series of training
programs to help us identify and deal with issues of risk or harm to
children, vulnerable adults and young people.  The plan is to train
5000 Church members to recognise these signs of abuse or neglect and
take appropriate steps to help those affected.  Trained members are
also available to talk to anyone who may have concerns about another
person, child or adult.  Church volunteers are involved in schools,
youth clubs and congregations and are often ideally placed to notice
problems. Any concerns are then passed to professionals via the
normal channels.  In this way we hope to keep our Churches a place
where everyone can flourish and feel safe to worship God.

Many Savernake Team members have recently been taking part in a
series of courses relevant to their position, from basic awareness for
members of the congregation, to leadership training for LPA’s, Lay
Readers and Churchwardens and further specialised courses for
Clergy.  We have a Diocesan Safeguarding Officer and we have Parish
Safeguarding Officers.  We hope you might feel able to contact us if
you have any concerns, however slight, in the strictest confidentiality,
The name and number of these officers will be found on your Church
notice boards, or contact Rev Michael McHugh directly on 01672
870779.

We hope you will support us and think this a worthwhile service.

Sue Challen, St Mary’s Churchwarden
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Churchwarden Tish Leigh (01264 850867) writes:
First a look back: I am pleased to report that
the funds raised from the Starters and
Pudding Fest, which was held on Friday
18th May, were £323.20. Many thanks to all
who provided the delicious food and the
raffle prizes and to all who came along and made the evening such an
enjoyable occasion. On Saturday 9th June, James and Laura Jackson
renewed their wedding vows in Church witnessed by their family and
friends. During the family service on 17th June, Ellis and Blayke Lee
were baptised; it is always great to welcome young children and
babies into our Christian family supported by their friends and
families.

Churchyard clearing will continue on 7th July, 4th August and 8th
September. If you would like to help (and the more the merrier)
please come on all of the dates, some or just one! Children are most
welcome to come too.  Come armed with suitable gardening
equipment, including wheelbarrows if possible. Refreshments will be
provided!

Wednesday 25th July is the last day of term for Collingbourne C of E
Primary School. They will be holding their leavers’ service in the
Church at 1.45 pm on this day. We wish all the children in year six the
very best of luck as they leave to move on to their secondary schools.

As Rev. Jo will be away at Army Cadet Force Camp in her role as an
Army Chaplain and the other vicars in the Savernake Team will be

Addresses for the village websites:

CD:   www.collingbourne-ducis.com
CK:   www.collingbournekingston.org.uk
Everleigh:  www.everleigh.org



24

taking a holiday on various dates throughout August, joint services
have been arranged. Please make sure you look at the service times
listed after this report.

As mentioned in previous reports, our next big repair job on the
Church is to some damaged stonework on the Church tower. In
addition, a small number of tiles on the Church roof have become
loose and a few have fallen off; these obviously need replacing to
make the roof safe and weatherproof. The PCC is very grateful to a
number of people who recently have given generous donations to St.
Andrew’s Church. We have also been awarded a couple of grants
towards repairing the Church. Hopefully, the target of £2,500 needed
to repair the tower will soon be reached. So the fundraising
continues! To this end, and because it’s fun, there will be a Church
Fête in the Village Hall on Saturday 1st September from 2–5pm.
Please put the date in your diary and pin up the enclosed flier which
gives more details about the fête on your fridge or notice board!
Come along and have some fun, while helping to raise money for
your Church.

I am sad to report that there have been some thefts from the Church.
During the last year, we have had items such as plates, washing up
liquid, hand washing liquid and toilet rolls taken. Just last week,
some paper money was ‘fished’ out of the donation wall safe. The
toilet is now kept locked, except during Church services, as are the
kitchen cupboards and the donation wall safe will be checked/
emptied on a daily basis.  How sad that the element of trust has gone.

As the next Courier will not be until 1st September, I would like to
wish everyone a happy and safe summer break. May the sun shine
and all of our local farmers successfully gather in their harvest; the
farming year didn’t start well but let us hope and pray that all their
hard work will be rewarded with a bumper crop!
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The Savernake Team is seeking to recruit a part-time Team
Administrator to start in September

The hours are initially 12 hours a week.  The role offers a competitive
salary and is located at the offices in the Church Centre, Eastcourt,
Burbage.

Duties include answering telephone, dealing with emails, liaising
with Clergy, Churchwardens, Funeral Directors and members of the
public, invoicing and other general office duties.

Experience is preferred but not essential.  Candidates must have
excellent communication, confidentiality and organisational skills and
be able to be flexible and work on their own initiative. The successful
candidate will have proactive computer skills and a good knowledge
of Microsoft Office.

To apply or for further details contact Glenda Pearce by telephone
01672 810853 or by email churchofficeburbage@gmail.com
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Services in July
Sunday 1st Evensong at 6 pm

Sunday 8th Holy Communion at Kingston at 11 am

Sunday 15th Family Worship at 11 am

Sunday 22nd Holy Communion at 9 am

Sunday 29th Cluster Holy Communion at 11 am

Services in August
Sunday 5th Cluster Holy Communion at 11 am

Sunday 12th Cluster Holy Communion at Kingston at 11 am

Sunday 19th Cluster Holy Communion at 11 am

Sunday 26th  Cluster Holy Communion at Kingston at 11 am

Services in July
Sunday 1st Morning Worship at 9.30 am

Sunday 8th Holy Communion plus baptism at 11 am

Sunday 15th Family Worship at Ducis at 11 am

Sunday 22nd Evensong at 6 pm

Sunday 29th Cluster Service at Ducis at 11 am

Services in August
Sunday 5th August      Holy Communion at Ducis at 11 am

Sunday 12th August    Holy Communion at 11 am

Sunday 19th August    Holy Communion at Ducis at 11 am

Sunday 26th August    Holy Communion at 11 am


