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The COURIER Office, and Editorial address for contributors:
c/o 4 Sunnyhill, Collingbourne Ducis, Marlborough SN8 3EP

Please note our new contact details with effect from September 2017.
ADDRESS for Contributions ONLY: cdkecouriercontribute@gmail.com
EDITOR: (Position vacant) cdkecouriereditor@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATION: Sandra Fisher (850363) cdkecouriersec@gmail.com
ADVERTISING/FLYERS/LEAFLETS:
Linda Hardiman cdkecourieradvertise@gmail.com

The COURIER is the Magazine of the Parishes of Collingbourne Ducis,
Everleigh and Collingbourne Kingston. Items for publication are most
welcome but may have to be edited if space, etc, demands. All items
published solely express the views of their author and are copyright of
the COURIER unless otherwise stated. Whilst every care has been taken,
no responsibility can be accepted for statements made by the advertisers.
The deadline for October copy is 6.30 pm on 18th September 2018.
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Denis Bottomley (01264 852731), Chairman, writes:
Forthcoming Events in Everleigh:

Saturday 13th October 3 pm Harvest
Festival at St Peter’s Church

The main annual Churches
Conservation Trust event of the year in
Everleigh, a Midsummer Tea Party, took place at St Peter’s Church
on Saturday 23rd June. The turnout was high and the weather was
glorious. This event consisted of the traditional cake, book and plant
stalls and a raffle. Congratulations to Robert and Elizabeth East for
organising the event superbly and well done to the many helpers
who contributed to a very convivial community event. Thanks also to
those who turned out for the work party on Saturday 16th June to
tidy up and strim the Churchyard beforehand; this was a great effort!

Dear Readers,

Three months ago the Courier's printer developed a fault that could
not be fixed. A replacement was required and rather than rush into
buying a replacement we decided to take some time and look at the
printer marketplace to find a printer to meet our needs. The last two
editions of the Courier have been printed for us by Taits Printers, in
order to give us the time we needed. We spoke to, and visited, several
suppliers, produced a short list of two and chose a Konica Ineo+ laser
printer. This edition of the Courier is the first to be printed on the new
machine. We hope you will notice an improvement in the quality of
the printing, particularly the colour. We have also taken the
opportunity to enhance the quality of the paper used for the cover.

We hope that you will continue to enjoy reading the Courier.
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Our Summer Party took place at the playground on Saturday 14th
July. About sixty villagers turned out for this event and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves on a lovely Summer evening. Activities included
egg and spoon races, golf pitch and putt and a multitude of small
games and challenges. This was a really great way for families and
friends to get together.

There are three Village events planned for the remainder of this year.
Firstly, a Harvest Festival service is scheduled to take place at St
Peter’s Church on Saturday 13th October at 3 pm. Then, the ever
popular and traditional Bonfire Night will be held on Saturday 3rd
November starting from 6.30 pm on Jubilee Field (end of The Street).
Finally, a Christmas Carol Service will take place at St Peter’s Church
on Saturday 8th December at 5 pm and will be followed by mulled
wine and mince pies.

As reported in the last edition of the Courier, the future of the
Everleigh Household Recycling Centre remains uncertain. Wilts
Council have proposed the closure of the site in order to yield budget
savings of £100,000 pa and avoid additional infrastructure costs. A
twelve week consultation period ends on 3rd September. We urge all
residents to have a say by submitting the questionnaire at
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/household-recycling-centres. The Parish
Council has also submitted a case for retaining the site. There is better
news on the fortnightly kerbside collection of recyclable blue bin
items. From 30th July, drink/food cartons and plastic pots, tubs and
trays may be added to the current plastic bottles and cardboard
collection.

Finally, the next Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday
3rd September at 7 pm at Collingbourne Primary School. Everyone is
welcome to attend. The minutes of our last meeting are available on
village noticeboards and the Everleigh web site at www.everleigh.org
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Peter Knowlson (01264 850812), Chairman, writes:
I hope you have all had an enjoyable summer thus far and
have taken advantage of the amazing spell of warm weather
we have been having.

On one of the warmest and longest days of the year, it was
really good to see so many people from the village at the
inaugural Collingbourne Ducis Beerfest. It was really good to see how
people from our community got together to help out or sponsor the
event to make this such a great occasion. Thank you to all, Cheers!!

Highway matters – Currently in consultation until the 10th September
2018 are the proposed weight limit order that will affect the A346
Ludgershall Road. The plans can be viewed by going onto Wiltshire
County Council’s website. Essentially the proposal is for a 7.5 tonne
weight limit (Southbound) on the A346 from the roundabout by the
Tipple Inn up to the top of Shaw Hill. In conjunction with the weight
limit restrictions proposed in Ludgershall, all HGVs would be re-
routed through Ludgershall, past Wellington Academy to the new
link road in Tidworth that joins the A338. There are no weight
restrictions on the A338 so HGVs will still be able to come down the
A338 from Tidworth and through the Village.

Policing matters – During the holiday season when many people go
away, South CPT are advising people to consider security measures
when away. Detailed below is some of the basic advice they give.

Lock your doors and windows every time you leave the house, even if
you’re in the garden

Never leave a spare key in a hiding place like a plant pot or letterbox -
a thief knows all the hiding places
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Keep all keys, purses and wallets out of sight and away from the
letterbox

Always report any suspicious activity; note any vehicle registrations,
descriptions of persons involved and direction of travel

Use a timer to set lights to mimic your usual activity when you are not
at home

Make sure any bolts are low enough so they cannot be opened by
reaching over the top of the gate.

Although we are lucky enough to live in a generally crime free village
I am aware of an incident in the last few weeks in which a builder had
power tools taken from his van whilst working on a resident’s
property. A reminder to us all to keep property safe and be vigilant.

Future Projects Consultation – CDPC are conducting a consultation
to gain resident views on potential future projects to improve the
Village over the coming years. We have created an on-line survey
https://goo.gl/forms/udHFage2uiiKN6CI2 which will be open until
1st October. Help us spend the annual precept on projects that you
care about! Which of our list would you like to see? Do you have your
own great idea that isn’t listed? Should you not wish to comment on-
line please come along to our Parish Council meetings.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at its new location at
Collingbourne Ducis Village Hall and is due to take place at 7 pm on
Thursday 6th September. All members of the Parish are welcome to
attend.

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council, we currently have
four vacancies and a notice of vacancies is up on the Village
noticeboard. If you would like to get more involved in the Village and
help out with future projects please contact our Parish Clerk for more
details, Phil Gill by email: parishclerk@collingbourne-ducis.com
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OUR LINK COORDINATOR'S NUMBER IS CD 850807
Please try to give them at least 48 hours’ notice to find a volunteer

Stephen Matanle, Chairman, writes:
This seems to be a year when we can enjoy
being very British! For what seems to have
been weeks on end we enjoyed a wonderfully warm, sunny summer,
but probably only really enjoyed it for the first few weeks! It didn’t
take long for the mumbling and grumbling to start as we surveyed
our wasted gardens and flower beds. The total absence of any air
conditioning had us praying and dancing for rain and cooler
temperatures! Now that they have arrived, we are almost desperately
hoping for a return to the mediterranean weather we (briefly)
enjoyed. I suppose that we will never stop complaining about the
weather, whatever it is!

As I am writing this, I am keeping everything crossed that we have a
dry Bank Holiday Monday for our fete. I will look forward to
commenting on this in next month’s Courier.

The Everleigh Household Recycling Site consultation will almost be
over as you receive this month’s Courier. Please can you make sure
that you complete the questionnaire so that as a Community we
deliver as complete a statement as possible as to what people think
about this in CK.

I have a couple of things I would like to get some feedback on, please.
We have held two CPR training sessions, both of which were very
successful. The optimum number per session is six so we are prepared
to hold more in order to satisfy demand. If you would like to attend a
CPR session could you please contact me
(stephenmatanle@yahoo.com) or Fran Dickinson
(rfo@collingbournekingston.org.uk).
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The second item is Remembrance Day. This year is particularly
significant and perhaps we should be trying to do something special. I
would be very grateful for any suggestions as to how we can properly
celebrate this occasion. 11th November is a Sunday this year which
will help with anything that we decide to do. It would be a good
occasion to think about doing something in conjunction with Ducis
and Everleigh. We could also try to get the military to support our
event if we can make ours dovetail with all the activities they will
undoubtedly be undertaking. I would be very interested in your
thoughts and suggestions. Please feel free to contact me using my
email (as above) or my mobile – 07771765420.

I mentioned in July’s Courier the idea of putting together a volunteer
day to clear the pavement which runs between CK and Ducis. Given
the holiday period and the gap in our Parish Council meetings, it has
not been possible to organise this as yet. I will say more about it in
next month’s Courier, having had the opportunity to discuss our
plans at the September PC meeting.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on the 11th
September at 7.30 pm in the Ruth Fisher Room. All members of the
Parish are welcome to attend.

David Paterson (01264 850573), Chairman, writes:
A very full and exciting
programme of events has taken
place at Ducis Hall throughout our
glorious Summer. The Beerfest was
a magnificent evening, highlighting the multi-purpose use of the Hall,
both inside and out, on a beautiful summer's evening. We are already
looking forward to next year's event.
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The Table Tennis Club entertained guests from Marnhull, Dorset on
another steamy day. Over forty guests enjoyed a great barbecue under
the Collingbourne sun. The Rec' has looked at its driest; nevertheless
many cricket fixtures have been played, including a whole weekend
of events.

The short ‘rest’ period for the Hall is being used for a number of
maintenance tasks this summer. Redecoration of the Small Hall and
foyer is taking place; the historic photos are being re-displayed. Also,
the first phase of light replacement in the Main Hall is being
completed. We are continuing to plan a new storage extension; this
will enable us to clear the Main Hall and to store all of the users’
equipment in a more organised way.

This November will see the 100th Anniversary of the signing of the
Armistice at the end of World War 1. We intend to commemorate this
epic moment in our history with a series of events, all taking place on
the afternoon of the 11th November. We hope to involve a wide cross-
section of villagers in this important event. If you have any thoughts
or ideas for this please contact me.

Headteacher, Dan Crossman, (01264 850346) updates us on
the summer term:
Well what an amazing summer! The fine weather
has been thoroughly enjoyed by the children at
Collingbourne Primary School with trips to the
Royal Air Tattoo, Cholderton Charlie’s farm and
Salisbury Cathedral amongst the exciting activities that have been on
offer. The school community also enjoyed a fantastic Sports Day. The

Our Community Support Officers can be contacted on 101
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children competed in various traditional races including the sack race,
a mini-marathon and a flat-out sprint. Perhaps the most competitive
event of the day was the parents’ race!

Our Years 2 and 6 children have completed their SATs tests. The
children worked very hard and did themselves proud with some
excellent academic results. Our Year 6 have now moved on to their
senior schools, but not before enjoying their production of ‘Grease’,
which was performed on our outdoor stage at the end of the summer
term.

We have welcomed our new starters into school. The children quickly
found their feet in ‘Foxes’ classroom and we look forward to
welcoming our new children, and their families, into our school come
September.

This is my last newsletter before the summer break and now seems
like an appropriate time to reflect upon my first year at Collingbourne
School. As a new Headteacher I have encountered many challenges
including an Ofsted inspection, snow drifts and even the occasional
blocked toilet! Despite the challenges, my over-riding feeling is
certainly one of pride. Collingbourne is a brilliant community and I
feel privileged that our School is at the heart of it all.

Pam Cogdell (01264 850601) writes:
Wendy welcomed members to a well-attended
August meeting. Several important forthcoming
dates and events were mentioned. Our own
Collingbourne Kingston Hall will host a Dorset Button-making
workshop on Wednesday 10th October – closing date September 10th
– price £14 from 10 am to 3 pm. Two other events of interest were: the
Craft Competition for a handmade pincushion in any medium, entry
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fee £2, closing date 24th September enquiries to Jane Crook; and
design a badge for the next century of the WI in Wiltshire. Details in
the Wiltshire News.

The Annual Council Meeting will be held in the City Hall in
Salisbury, tickets £13.50.

Our speaker for the evening, Mr Nigel Smith, was then introduced and
gave original anecdotes and poems about Christmas and the disasters
and amusing events which befell him and his brother James, which
made us chuckle. He had brought copies of his books with him for sale,
and they are also available online. Besides the WI, Mr Smith gives talks
to groups such as the Townswomen’s Guilds and the British Legion. He
was warmly thanked and talked to members about his work. The
evening concluded with delicious refreshments and a raffle.

Our July meeting was our Summer Garden Party, held this year in
one of our Everleigh member’s garden. All was set, the tables laid,
chairs arranged, BBQ ready and gazebos up for shade as the weather
had been very hot and sunny. Then that all changed, the heavens
opened as the members arrived, but that did not stop us. The BBQ
was lit and manned by Marilyn, complete with mac and hood, whilst
other members kept the gazebos from collapsing due to the amount of
rain. Fortunately, the sun then came out after an hour and we were
able to sit out and enjoy a very pleasant evening! The competition for
an unusual planted container was won by Nicola Binge with a
cleverly planted pair of children’s jeans.

Thanks to everyone for their contributions on the night!

Next meeting 13th September.
Talk:   ‘Are You Mad’ by Janina Treadwell
Hostess:  TBA
Tea Hostesses:  G. Foster and M. Allcorn
Raffle Prize:  V. Lynch
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Peter Kenny writes:
This summer we have taken advantage of the good
weather and had many pleasant Tuesday evenings
playing Boule. Our social evening/return match
against Easton was held in Merry Pim’s garden
with an excellent chilli provided by Jim
Plenderleith; a great success even on a hot evening. Yet again it was a
resounding win for Collingboule! We held the singles competition on
our home pistes on Saturday 4th August. Despite the poor turnout
and almost tropical heat it was a good afternoon. The winner was
Mark Rose who was presented with the cup by our chairman Quentin
Jones.

The doubles competition will be held in September.

We continue to play every Tuesday at 6 pm behind the Barleycorn
and welcome new members.

Jane Crook writes:
Congratulations to the winners of the village
hall draw

July            August

£50 Mr Atkinson 291   £50 C. Ankin 207

£25 B. Watson 52     £25 A. Knowles
233

£10 P. Stone 198     £10 M. Willis 281

£5 P. Marsh 24      £5 V. Gordon 46

If you would like a number please contact Jane Crook, 01264 850436
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Jeanette Sheppard, Club Secretary, writes:
Our new season runs from Wednesday 19th September to
Wednesday 24th April 2019.

We run an in-house friendly league with teams consisting
of a mixture of new and established players on two mats.
We also have a third mat for those not playing league or
who can only attend occasionally.

We also play a few friendly matches against other local clubs and
organisations.

New members will be made most welcome and the club have several
sets of bowls available for use, so all you will need are flat soled
shoes.

There is no annual subscription, just turn up and pay for the evening
at £2 per session (7 pm to 9 pm.)

For further information ring Mike 01264 850525 or Alan 01264 850605
or Jeanette 01264 850721

Val Patrick and Pat Lincoln write:
Curry Lunch, Sunday 14th October 2018 –
12 noon, at the Goa Balti, Everleigh.

Why not come and join us at The Goa Balti
in Everleigh, for the ever-popular annual Sunday Curry Lunch.
Hassan and his staff will look forward to welcoming everyone once
again. Doors will be open from 12 noon and tickets are now available,
priced at £20 per adult and £12 for children under the age of twelve.

Please contact Val on 01264 850345 or Nesta on 01672 563403 - but
don’t delay, as these tickets will be selling quickly.



13

Wendy Roper writes:
We are now entering our Autumn and Winter
evening programme which will start on Thursday,
25th October when Ray Broughton will make a
welcome return to talk on ‘80 Things you may not
have known about Horticulture’ in Kingston Hall at
7.30 pm. You don't have to be a member of the Gardening Club to
come along, and we serve some cracking good cakes and
refreshments afterwards!

We had our Gardeners' Lunch at Old Lime Farm on 4th August and
thirty of us sat beneath the shade of the trees and had a lovely, chatty
afternoon. Missing those hot, sunny days already!

Unfortunately, the evening visit to Conholt Park in July was cancelled
due to lack of numbers but we are having another visit to Longstock
Water Gardens on 13th September for £12 a head. Please put this date
in your diary and confirm to Patti Marsh (01264 850319) if you are
coming. If you are not a member and would like to join us on this trip
please contact either Patti or Pam Haverson, before 9th September.
We look forward to an interesting trip.

If you would like to join our relaxed and informal membership, please
contact our Chairman, Pam Haverson on 01264 850609.

Saturday 22nd September, Country Comes To Town,
Devizes, 10 am to 4pm

Join us in the Market Square for a day of wildlife
experiences and activities, crafts and demonstrations.
Fun for all the family!

Cost: Free. Contact: Tamsin Whinton tamsinw@wiltshirewildlife.org
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Jim Sperry (01264 790454) writes:
Unfortunately, although the weather has been
fantastic our league results have not despite the
best efforts of our Saturday Captain, Dave Malley.
Dave has not been able to pick a settled side all
season. Although those selected have given their best we have only
won one game this year and been a close second(!) on a number of
occasions. On a brighter note the Cricket Fest on the 13/14th July was
a great success with lots of U9 sides playing their tournament games
of which Collingbourne did very well. Also, on that weekend was
born our first Women’s cricket softball team. A group of ladies (now
numbering twenty-four) from the Village played on the Saturday
morning and are now looking to participate in their first tournament
in September. If any ladies would like to join then please contact the
club - www.collingbournecricketcub.co.uk

The U9 and U11 continue to show promise as do the U13's but they do
struggle to get full teams out.

The Sunday side has seen a number of fresh faces, some new to the
game, which is good for the club going forward. Hopefully we can
finish the league season on a high note.

Emily Gilford (01264 850575) writes:
Do you love hedgehogs? Have you seen any in
your garden, or do you want to? I’m a third year
BSc Zoology student studying Hedgehog
presence and absence in the UK, and could really
use your help! Please take two minutes to fill in this quick survey
about hedgehogs, and you can be entered into a draw to win a £20
Amazon voucher! http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/exeterhedgehog/
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Robert and Elizabeth East, (01264 850449), write:
It was a glorious hot sunny day for our
Midsummer Church Tea Party at St. Peter’s.
Many people attended from the village, and
past villagers, and friends from Ducis and
Kingston joined us. We indulged in tea and
cakes, browsed the book and plant stalls and bought raffle tickets -
tempted by the two main prizes of a free glider flying lesson and a
tandem parachute jump. We were able to sit in the shade of the
gazebos in the churchyard and spend an enjoyable afternoon catching
up with friends and neighbours, and newcomers to the village were
able to see our church and meet other residents. Although a
redundant church, looked after by the Churches Conservation Trust
(CCT), St. Peter’s looked splendid with its floral decorations and
provided a cool refuge from the summer sunshine.

A big thank you must go to the strimming team led by Denis
Bottomley, who tackled the very long grass of the churchyard the
week before; to Cindy Balsdon who cleaned the church during the
week; to the ladies who spent Friday morning decorating the Church,
and everyone who baked the delicious cakes and cupcakes. Not
forgetting Kim Wheeler-Mallows and the helpers on the day who
erected the tents, blew up balloons and struck camp at the end of the
day.

The successful tea party raised £540 and we were able to give the CCT
a cheque for £640 thanks to an additional anonymous donation.

The SPTA newsletter can be found at the following web address:

www.gov.uk/government/publications/salisbury-plain-training-
area-spta-newsletter
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Jane Crook (01264 850436) writes:
The next Rural Arts Touring event will be on Sunday
November 4th 2018 at 7.30 pm in Collingbourne Ducis Village
Hall.

Juliet and Romeo - a guide to long life and a happy marriage.

Lost Dog's new show reveals the real story of Romeo and
Juliet. It turns out they didn't die in a tragic misunderstanding
- they grew up and lived happily ever after. Now they are
forty-ish, at least one of them is in the grips of a mid-life crisis, they
feel constantly mocked by their teenage selves and haunted by the
pressures of being the poster couple for romantic love.

With Lost Dog's blend of dance, theatre and comedy they bring a
humorous and heartfelt investigation into love, loss and longevity.

This will be the only chance to see this event in Wiltshire. Please come
see this amazing duet and support Rural Arts and Collingbourne Ducis
village hall. Tickets are now on sale, £10 for adults £5 for children, from
Jane Crook, 01264 850436

Grandma Jane writes:
I would like to thank everyone at the toddler group at
Collingbourne Ducis Village Hall for such an
enjoyable time I have had with my grandchildren for
the last six years. I will miss my Monday morning at the group as
both my grandchildren will now be at school. If you are a new Mum,
Dad or Grandparent, Collingbourne Toddler group is on Mondays in
term time, in Collingbourne Ducis Village Hall from 9 am to 11.30 am.
Plenty of toys, tea, coffee, snacks for the children all for £2, extra child
is £1. All welcome, from babies until they go to school.
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Jim Plenderleith (01264 852734) writes:
We kick off our Autumn/Winter
programme at THEFILMPLACE on Friday
23rd September with THE MERCY (2018). The Mercy is based on the
true story of Donald Crowhurst (Colin Firth) and his solo attempt to
circumnavigate the globe. The struggles he confronted on the epic
journey while his family awaited his return is one of the most
enduring mysteries of recent times. Driven by the substantial prize
money and fame attached to the Sunday Times Golden Globe Race,
Crowhurst undertook the challenge to save his failing business.
Despite being only a weekend sailor, he persuaded an investor to
build him a yacht. But his company and family home were staked
against the sponsorship of his voyage. Colin Firth’s layered central
performance adds depth and nuance to this thoughtful and
compassionate account of a dream that ran aground. Also starring
Rachel Weisz, David Thewlis and Ken Stott.

Doors open at THEFILMPLACE, Collingbourne Ducis Village Hall at 7
pm for pre-film drinks and refreshments, the film show starts at 7.30
pm. Tickets are £6 available now from Collingbourne Ducis Village
Shop or by telephoning Jim Plenderleith (CD) 01264 852734, Robert
East (Everleigh) 01264 850449 or James Robinson (CK) 01264 850858.
Tickets will also be available on the door, if not previously sold out.

Only through the community’s continuing support can we keep
THEFILMPLACE going. Please continue to give us your feedback
personally or by email to the following: thefilmplacecd@gmail.com

Future film dates for your diary
Friday October 26th       The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society
Friday November 23rd  Journey’s End
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Sonny Hamid (01672 811933) writes:
Our August session was focused entirely
on the Great Bedwyn layout (as it appeared
in the 1960’s), a project we started some
four months ago.

The track layout is now much as it was in the 1960’s and we are
constantly checking it against published material we have been
collecting.  The layout has been seen by some folks who used the
station at that time and confirm it is looking very much like what
they remembered the real thing looked like at that time.

We are now progressing to complete the electrical wiring to the
points and traction supplies and this involves wiring the underside of
the baseboard and the control panel which is starting to resemble the
cockpit of a Boeing 747 Jumbo Jet.

Work has also commenced on the construction of the model of the
existing road bridge over the railway line.  Measurements have been
taken from the bridge as it appears today then scaled down to the
dimensions which we will use for construction purposes.

Some of the publications show a stream on the south side and this
will be our next piece of modelling work.

We are still looking forward to receiving photographs and sketches
of the prototype of the Great Bedwyn layout as it existed in the
1960’s; any information will be very helpful to us so that we can
replicate the real layout in our modelling project.

For our September session we intend to continue working on the
Great Bedwyn model layout.  Our next meeting is scheduled for
Monday, 17th September, 2018.
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Sonny Hamid (01672 811933) writes:
Our August session started much earlier with a visit
to Great Bedwyn Wharf to do a shoot on a barge
owned by the Bruce Trust. Our aim was to produce
still shots on these barges made specifically for disabled persons.
Unfortunately, we could not complete our work as it became too dark
for photography during our shooting session.

Technically, the project was very challenging indeed especially as the
lighting had to be balanced to show the interior as well as the scene
visible outside the windows. Other challenges were to show detail
that makes up the specialist design of the barge including conveying
an idea of the enlarged dimensions of the vessel.

There was no opportunity to shoot any video footage during this
session as we still have much planning to complete. We have
produced a storyboard for scenes within the wharf and some interior
shots, e.g. clients use of elevators suitable for wheelchair users, but the
storyboard is still lacking plans for location shooting along a length of
the canal including operation of a typical lock normally undertaken
by volunteer carers.

For our next September session, we will perform a dry run of our
presentation on secrets of Marlborough and Great Bedwyn: the
section on Burbage is still being worked on but should be completed
in the coming two or so months. We will meet at the Burbage and
Easton Royal British Legion Hall at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 19th
September, 2018.

We welcome new members from Burbage and the surrounding
villages. Please contact Sonny on 01672 811933 or Mike on 01672
810574 for more details
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Sue Curnick  writes:

Dear All Dog Walkers using the permissive footpath (formerly the
railway line from Aughton to Grafton)

It is with regret that I have to write this letter however, over the past
few months both Tim and I have become increasingly concerned at
the amount of dog faeces left behind together with the unauthorised
use of bikes along the permissive footpath.

Having met the Wiltshire Rights of Way Office on Monday 6th
August, it was agreed that I would write this letter to the Courier
advising that should dog owners not clean up immediately after their
pets, then we would have no other option but to close off the easy
access onto the permissive footpath and request that all walkers keep
to the footpaths as detailed in the Ordnance Survey maps which cover
the area.

I would request that from now on, all personnel exercising their pets
keep them on a lead at all times whilst using the permissive footpath
thus ensuring any clean-up operation can be carried out without
delay.

By the end of September, new gates will be installed at the Aughton
end of the line and updated signage will be posted on the gate in due
course reminding everybody of their legal obligation.

Yours faithfully

Sue Curnick

W R Curnick Limited
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Martin Bevan writes:
At the end of July we had a stall at St. Mary Bourne
fete on a very hot and windy afternoon. It was an
enjoyable and successful venture but unfortunately
our gazebo blew away (along with those of a number of other stall
holders) and we shall now have to replace it.

Our Whitchurch charity shop will be opening on the afternoon of
Friday 14th of September. We have lots to offer at reasonable prices.
Why not come and visit us.

Eight-year-old Lily is still looking for a home.

Autumn is a one-year-old petite female looking for a quiet home. She
has not been out much and will take time to settle. She would be
suited to a household with older children and someone who will
spend time with her each day, boosting her confidence and giving her
lots of attention. She can be shy and nervous when meeting new
people and experiences so will take time to settle in her new home.

Homing Enquiries 0345 2601501 or andover.cats.org.uk

Fund-raising / volunteers 07733 242196 or coord@andovercats.org.uk

Items for resale 01256 892773

Basil Frost (01264 850593) writes:
There was a puzzling announcement in
the National Press towards the end of
2017 when it was reported that ten of the
twelve national water companies detected burst underground pipes
by dowsing. The Wessex Water Company which covers most of our
villages in one of the exceptions. It seems extraordinary that in this
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day and age sophisticated equipment that can detect underground is
not the tool of choice for this task.

Another example of searching for leaking pipes occurs in the
Midlands where United Utilities, which serves about three million
homes in the North West of England are testing a sniffer dog, called
Snipe, to sniff out leaking pipes in rural areas where leaks are hard to
detect using more conventional methods. They presumably use
dowsing as mentioned above. His owner, who served with the
Veterinary Corps in Afghanistan and Iraq, is using the same technique
to train the dog as that used to train him to detect explosives

Dowsing is more commonly referred to as water-divining although it
is also used to detect metals, gemstones, oil and other items. The art is
pretty ancient and in 1602 it was declared superstitious and rather
satanic. The ancient method of detection was to use a forked twig,
usually of hazel. It was held with one arm of the twig in each hand as
the diviner walked over the ground where the object of the search
might be. It is claimed that the twig bent, or twitched when the object
of the search was found. There are some practitioners who
alternatively used a crystal on the end of a cord.

A modern version is to make a type of divining rod that was not
available in the past. To construct the divining rods you need two
wire coathangers and two old Bic type ball point pens. The
coathangers should be straightened out and a suitable length bent at
right-angles. The ball- point pens are taken apart so that you can use
the plastic cover. Insert the ends of the bent coathangers into the tubes
and you have two divining sticks. They should be free moving and
you hold the two rods, one in each hand, and walk over the area you
wish to test and if you are successful the rods should cross. The
magazine in which I saw this described suggested that you clear your
mind before starting.
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At this stage you may well ask why and when did I attempt to see if I
could divine? Some years ago, the late Tony Still, who had an
allotment in the village happened to see an old map of the village on
which were marked the wells in the village. There was one quite close
by his allotment, which interested him, but he could not find any trace
of it on visiting the site. He mentioned it to me and I remembered the
above-mentioned article and manufactured a pair of dowsing rods. At
the approximate site he remembered from the old map I was put to
work and after a couple of perambulations the rods crossed. Whether
or not he made any effort to find this well and exploit it, I doubt. We
were both a bit shaken and mystified and so the mystery well
remains, unexplored. Obviously, we were both incomers who had
only lived here for thirty odd years and it is more than possible that
most of the old villagers knew of this well, but it does make you
think.

To conclude I can only offer on the subject, in the spirit of Our Local
Sibyl the following:

Some Sorcerers do boast they have a rod
Gather’d with Vowes and Sacrifice,
And (borne about) will strangely nod
To hidden Treasure where it lies.
Mankind is (sure) that Rod Divine
For to the Wealthiest (ever) they incline.

Peter A Olliver (01264 850318) reminisces:
When I walk down Cadley Road it brings back
memories of when I came to live in the Village
in the early 1960’s. The railway bridge was a
prominent feature and the railway was still
active until it was closed by the Beeching action of 1964. Village
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children used to go to further education by train. The lower supports
for the bridge are still alongside the pavement. Watson, Smith and
Watson were the company that built the railway in the 1800’s and I
discovered some years ago that the Smith, who was a Director
Surveyor for the company, was a great grandfather of mine.

The Collingbourne Comrades Club was formed in 1920 by villagers
who were active in the First World War. As a secretary of the Club I
had the honour of meeting some of the members who returned from
that conflict and were original members.

The Saxon burial ground was discovered at Saxon Rise but
unfortunately the history is not well known.

The pavement that was to be built along Cadley Road from the shop
to the Sally Lunn corner was never constructed although most of the
frontages along the north side of the road had been compulsorily
purchased by the Council of that time for that purpose.

Now we have a Village Hall and a recreation ground, both of which
are well used by our villagers.

I am fortunate to be a Ducis resident.

Paul Herinx writes:
The time of year is approaching when everyone
has so many apples they don’t know what to do
– it’s not safe even to look out of the front door
sometimes, for fear of what might be on the
doorstep – but they are so good for us, and so
delicious when cooked, that it’s worth having a
few extra recipes to try. So here’s a new one.
You can make it with cookers or eaters – the texture ends up a little
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different, but both are very good. You can eat it hot or cold; it makes
a good pudding with ice-cream or egg custard; and it is delicious as a
cake for teatime when it’s cold. Some friends preferred to cook it
longer at 170°C, though I like the shorter time. It should be golden
brown on the top when done.

3-3-3-3 APPLE CAKE

Ingredients

3oz sugar; 3oz flour; 3oz butter; 3oz ground almonds; 3 chopped or
coarsely grated apples; juice and rind of 1 lemon; (2 bobbles of ginger
in syrup finely chopped; 2oz raisins or chopped walnuts); 2 eggs; 1
tsp baking powder. The ginger, nuts and raisins are all optional
variations – use any or all of them.

Method

Mix grated apple and lemon juice and rind [and nuts and raisins and
ginger] together. Beat butter and sugar together, beat in eggs and
ground almonds. Beat in the flour and baking powder. Stir the cake
and fruit mixes together.

Bake immediately at 180°C about twenty-five to thirty minutes in a
deep non-stick (or a lined one) sponge tin, until golden brown. Give
it a little while to stabilise before turning out - it’s a bit fragile at first.
Excellent when hot as a pudding, and as a cake when it’s cold, and
very good the following few days as well – it keeps surprisingly well
in the cool.

This goes down very well at a picnic or any other outside occasion.

I hope you like it.
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Michael McHugh writes:
Dear Reader,
After spending most of my life in the education
system, for myself and many, September is the
real new year. It follows on from what most of
us hope will have been a good break. The death
of my mother just before I left meant that I now have to break my
break to get this to you.
I have spent most of my good break following in the steps of the
carpenter by practising my joinery skills. I have also spent many
hours walking on clear nights enjoying galaxies and shooting stars,
watching the planets progress across the heavens.

Return will be a return to priorities that are not my own. To the slog
of work and the joys of working with people. Return from the
planned and controlled to the reactive of perceived crises. I am sure
that many share mixed feelings.

Part of the function of the break, the ‘HOLY-DAY,’ is to allow for any
healing that we need to take place that we may return refreshed for
the future. In one group last month, we read a passage that talks
about the healing that is required beyond the physical healing.
Reflection was triggered by the death of my mother. She held on until
the moment when all her children were present. What was in many
ways a sad experience for us individually became a healthy and
grace-filled experience as we watched her depart with peace.

Healing is so much more than the physical. Sometimes the physical
healing is neither wanted nor needed. Sometimes we are crippled by
the choices we make, choices that cripple ourselves. In Christianity,
physical healing was only an indication that God’s kingdom had
come. Jesus’ best examples of healing are not linked to physical
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ailments at all. A parishioner said recently to me, ‘a grudge that you
can’t shift stops you from living and being happy.’ In Jesus’ words, ‘to
prove that the Son of Man has power to forgive, pick up your bed and
walk.’

I hope that the summer has refreshed and healed those of you who
have needed that healing. I’d ask you to keep your eyes open for the
many opportunities to improve your relationships with others in the
coming months. We are now into the season of winding up fetes and
celebrating harvest. Remembering those who have departed and
those who have fallen in the service of their country. For the young
we have the return of ‘Duggie, Dug, Dug’ for a fun-filled experience.

Enjoy what life has to offer and the gift of the other person.

Churchwarden Tish Leigh (01264 850867) writes:
Hopefully, all of you have had a good summer
break.

Collingbourne Primary School held their
Leaver’s Service in the Church on Wednesday 25th July. We heard
many memories of their time at the school from children in Year 6 and
sang some of their favourite songs. We wish all of Year 6 the very best
of luck as they begin a new chapter in their lives.

The wedding of Hannah Large and Lewis Turnbull took place on
Sunday 26th August. Although it will have taken place after this
report was written, I’m sure it was a wonderful occasion, with family
and friends to help celebrate their marriage.

Addresses for the village websites:

CD:   www.collingbourne-ducis.com
CK:   www.collingbournekingston.org.uk
Everleigh:  www.everleigh.org
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The Church Fête will be held on Saturday 1st September at
Collingbourne Ducis Village Hall, from 2-5 pm. Hopefully, many of
you will be there and have a great time, whatever the weather,
helping to raise lots of money towards Church funds. Our current
project is the much-needed repair to the stonework on the church
tower and any profits from the Church Fête will go towards this.

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust (WHCT) has granted St. Andrew’s
Church £1,000 towards the repair of the church tower. One of this
charity’s major fundraising campaigns is the annual Ride and Stride
Event which takes place this year on Saturday 8th September.
Volunteers raise money by visiting Wiltshire’s churches or chapels
around the county either on foot or by riding – usually on bicycles
but other means of transport are allowed! Half of the money raised in
sponsorship is kept by the volunteer’s chosen parish and half goes to
the WHCT. Some members of St. Andrew’s congregation intend to
ride or stride on September 8th in order to support WHCT and to
raise money for our Church. If you would like to join us or sponsor
us please contact me or any member of the PCC for details.

In mid-September Revd. Jo, helped by volunteers from the PCC and
congregation, once again will be restarting the weekly after-school
club for children in Years 2 to 6 at Collingbourne Primary School,
called JAM (Jesus and Me). This was a great success last year and we
look forward to welcoming ‘old’ and new members. Further details
will be sent home via the school.

St Andrew’s Church Harvest Festival service will be held on Sunday
16th September at 11 am. Any donations of tins, packets or fresh food
will go to Andover Food Bank and West Farm House Nursing Home.
On Friday 21st September we will be holding our Harvest Supper at
Collingbourne Ducis Village Hall. The bar opens at 6.30 pm. The
supper of delicious home-cooked food will be served from 7 pm.
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Tickets: £10 for adults, £5 for children (primary school age). Proceeds
will go towards funding repairs to the stonework on the church
tower.

Charles Howard (01264 850243) and Nigel Worner-Phillips
(01264 850070), Churchwardens, write:
The Harvest Supper - Our annual Harvest Supper
takes place on Monday 1st October at the Village
Hall, details as shown on the enclosed flyer. It is
open to the residents of Kingston, Ducis,
Everleigh, and elsewhere, and all are welcome. The main course will
be a Hog Roast, as last year.

We hope to see you there!

The Harvest Festival service will be held in the Church at 11 am on
Sunday 30th September and all donations of garden produce will be
very welcome. These should be delivered to the Church by 2 pm on
Saturday 29th September if at all possible. The produce will then be
transferred to the Village Hall on Monday 1st October to be auctioned
at the Harvest Supper in aid of church funds

The Church Clock - We are pleased to announce that we have
received a Faculty permission for the replacement of the winding
mechanism of the Church clock, plus the addition of an automatic
regulator. The winding mechanism is obsolete and unserviceable, and
the addition of the auto regulator will mean that the clock will be
automatically adjusted to the right time using radio technology.

We have given instructions for the work to be carried out by the
Cumbria Clock Company, and hope for completion by the end of this
year. We are very grateful to the Tidworth Area Board which has
made a grant of £2,000 towards this community project.
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Services in September

Sunday 2nd  Evensong at 6 pm

Sunday 9th      Holy Communion at Kingston at 11 am

Sunday 16th  Harvest Festival Service at 11 am

Sunday 23rd    Holy Communion at 9 am

Sunday 30th  Harvest Festival Service at Kingston at 11 am

Services in September

Sunday 2nd Morning Worship at 9.30 am

Sunday 9th  Holy Communion at 11 am

Sunday 16th  Harvest Festival Service at Ducis 11 am

Sunday 23rd  Evensong at 6 pm

Sunday 30th  Harvest Festival at 11 am


